Stepping Stones: A New Future for Zoological Research 


This past year has been an auspicious one for Chinese science. With the recent lunar landing and the advances and 
the Chinese Academy of Sciences’ growing reputation as the leader of scientific publishing in Asia, the media is now 
constantly reporting the “great leaps” that Chinese researchers have made. But we would do well to remember an old 
Chinese proverb: “It is better to take many small steps in the right direction than to make a great leap forward only to 
stumble backward.” None of the recent advances of this year are great leaps in the sense that they occurred from 
nothing—rather, they are the fruits of many decades of hard work undertaken by our colleagues both in China and 
abroad. Every major advance is only a “leap” when one does not consider the many small steps taken to get there. In 


that spirit, we will be taking a leap of our own in 2014. 


When we first began publishing Zoological Research (ZR) in 1980, nearly every major piece of scientific research 
was done in either the United States or Europe, with less than 1% of global research coming from China. This dearth of 
domestic innovation is what initially spurred us to begin publishing ZR as a Chinese-language journal that supported 
regional and national research initiatives aimed at developing the native Chinese scientific community. Over the next 
two decades, we diligently worked to make ZR one of the top journals in Western China, but by the mid 1990s, we 
began to see just what impact Chinese contributions were starting to have on the international scientific community as 
well as the benefits of foreign research being published domestically. This realization prompted us to open up 
submissions to include articles published in English by both Chinese and foreign scientists, and in 1996, we published 


our first set of English articles. 


Since Zoological Research became a joint English-Chinese publication, we seen enormous growth, publishing 
work from researchers in over 60 different countries and becoming indexed by PubMed/Medline in addition to 
Biological Abstracts, Zoological Record, and Chemical Abstracts, among others. Our decision to pursue a dual- 
language journal was born out of a desire to continue building up the domestic research base for Chinese authors and 
serve as a bridge between our colleagues at home and the international community abroad. In examining both of those 
goals, the dual-language nature of the journal has succeeded immensely. But the situation today is very different than it 
was nearly twenty years ago. By sheer numbers, China is now the no. 2 global producer of research, accounting for 14% 
of all research in 2010 and publishing some 200,000+ articles annually. In terms of quality, China is projected to 
overtake both the UK and Germany by 2015. ZR itself has seen similar growth—this past year, our journal was awarded 
the highest honor a Chinese research publication can receive, “The Highest International Impact Academic Journals of 
China” for its achievement in internationalizing Chinese life science research, meaning that ZR was in the top 5% of 
some 3500+ science and technology periodicals published in mainland China, based on evaluating total international 
citation frequency and international impact factor. 

While bringing Zoological Research to the fore of Chinese scientific publishing is impressive achievement, it is 
not a great leap forward, but just another of many steps towards making ZR a truly international platform for scientific 
research. In fact, I believe this merely a beginning in a much greater move forward. As China increasingly becomes a 
center for scientific innovation, we must embrace our position as a global leader in scientific research and work harder 
to create an internationally renowned innovation environment that will allow researchers from across the world to 


participate and contribute to our efforts. In the spirit of international cooperation that has deeply enriched the 
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scholarship of research published in our journal and in the belief that we can do better, we are pleased to announce that 
starting this year, Zoological Research will become an internationally aimed English-language only journal. While we 
are immensely proud of the work we have published in Chinese over the past 170 issues, we fully believe that there is 
no better time than now to take advantages of our journals two great strengths: a strong regional focus of the finest 
Chinese scholarship, and a growing internationally focused English-language research published by authors around the 
globe. We hope this new format both maintains our distinction as one of China’s leading life science journals and 
embraces a new international outlook, looking toward the future but retaining the characteristics of our past. To aid in 
this endeavor, our sponsoring institution, the Kunming Institute of Zoology, has hired an in-house editor from the 
United States, who, over the coming year, will be offering complimentary English language editing on incoming 
research and working closely with submitting authors on refining their manuscripts to the caliber expected of an 


internationally recognized publication. 


As part of our new English-language journal, we are especially interested in papers focusing on our key areas 
related to animals: Genome Evolution and Genetic Diversity, DNA Barcoding, Developmental Biology, Physiology, 
Biochemistry, Immunology, Neuroscience, Animal Ecology and Ethology, and especially Animal Models of Human 
Diseases. We would also like to make a special invitation to our readers to serve as single-issue Guest Editors for 
upcoming issues. Researchers interested in organizing special themed issues to explore a particular topic are heartily 
invited to contact our editorial office for more details. Likewise, to date, nearly a third of our editorial board is based 
outside of China. In moving Zoological Research forward as an international journal, we are especially interested in 
recruiting scientists who can bring their expertise to bear on our plans for the journal over the coming years. If you are 


interested in becoming an editor for ZR, please feel free to contact me personally at any time. 


As always, thank you for your constant support of our journal and our work. Please continue sending your 
prospective manuscripts and following our journal as it enters an exciting new era. Let us take this next step together 


and make Zoological Research a respected forum for biological research in China and around the world. 


Sincerely, 


/ 


Yong-Gang YAO, Editor-in-Chief 


(Kunming Institute of Zoology, the Chinese Academy of Sciences, Kunming 650223, China) 
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